
Goal Sheet Unit 5: Renaissance/Reformation 
Academic
Directions: Complete each part of the Goal Sheet. Follow the directions that apply to each part. The Goal Sheet is due the day of the Unit 5 Test (____________).

Objective: WH.H.3.2, WH.H.4.1
· Explain how religious and secular struggles for authority impacted the structure of government and society in Europe
· Explain how interest in classical learning and religious reform contributed to increased global interaction
PART I: Vocabulary: Write a complete definition for each term/concept below. In addition for the starred(*) items provide an illustrated example
	
	The Renaissance

	1.Renaissance  
	

	2. Humanism  
	

	3. Secular 
	

	4. Perspective* 
	

	5. Vernacular 
	

	6. Leonardo da Vinci 
	

	7. Patron of the Arts*
	

	8. Michelangelo
	

	9.  William Shakespeare
	

	10. Johannes Gutenberg
	

	11. Printing Press* 
	

	
	The Reformation

	12 Protestant Reformation  
	

	13. Martin Luther*  
	

	14. Indulgences* 
	

	15. Henry VIII 
	


	16. Annulment  
	

	17. Predestination 
	

	18. Presbyterians 
	

	19. Anabaptists 
	

	20. Catholic Counter Reformation 
	

	21. Council of Trent 

	


Part II:  On a separate sheet of paper, answer each question completely.
Essential Questions
1. Where did the European Renaissance start and why?
2. How did the spread of knowledge, and the technologies implemented to do so impact Renaissance society? (Hint: Printing Press)
3. What were Martin Luther’s main objections to the Catholic Church? (Practices, teaching, leaders)
4. Draw parallels between the impact of the spread of the printed word during the Renaissance and the spread of the computer and internet today.
PART III: Read the Background essay below and answer the questions.
[image: ]
1. Who did Arts and Entertainment TV name as the most influential person of the millennium?
2. What communication breakthroughs are connected with each of these dates?
a. 25,000 BCE
b. 6,000 BCE
c. 1,500 BCE
d. 600 CE
e. 1,450 CE
3. Why is setting type using alphabet letters easier than setting type using chinese characters?
4. What effect did the printing press have on the number of books produced and their selling price?
image01.png
Background Essay Printing Press Mini-Q

Exploration or Reformation: Which Was the More Important
Consequence of the Printing Press?

At the end of the millenium, in late 1999,
Arts and Entertainment Television identified 100
of the most influential people in the last 1.000
years of world history. It then asked a panel of
experts to select the most influential person of
these. From a list that included William Shake-
speare, Isaac Newton, Thomas Jefferson, and
Albert Einstein, the experts picked Johannes
Gutenberg. Many viewers were surprised, even
shocked. Some weren’t sure who Gutenberg was.

What Johannes Gutenberg did in the 1450s
was to invent the first practical printing press.
His invention came as a mile-
stone event in the evolution
of human communication.
For probably a million years
or more, early mankind had
depended on sign language
for communicating. Then,
about 25,000 years ago, man
learned to speak. The first pic-
ture writing dates from 8,000 i ¢
years ago and the first evidence of an alphabet
comes from Phoenicia around 1500 BCE.

The amazing thing about the alphabet is that
every sound that we can imagine can be shown
by some combination of a handful of letters.
Unlike the ancient written languages of the
Egyptians or Chinese, the alphabet represents
sounds, not ideas. The Chinese written language
has more than 50,000 different characters; our
modern alphabet has 26 letters.

While the alphabet was easy to learn and
put down on papyrus or eventually paper, it did
not make written communication fast or cheap.
Scrolls and then bound books were developed,
but both had to be written by hand. During the
Middle Ages, monks wrote manuscript books
with pen and ink in a copying room known as
a scriptorium. Even a small book could take
months to complete. A book the size of the Bible
could take several years. By the 1400s mass
production scriptoriums did exist, with over 50
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scribes writing away as a single reader dictated
a text. But it was slow and the books that were
created, while often beautiful, could only be
afforded by the rich.

At this same time, Gutenberg, a goldsmith in
Mainz, Germany, began his work on a mechani-
cal printing system. Gutenberg was a business-
man and he saw the future. The Renaissance
was underway with a surge of ideas breathing
new life into painting, architecture, old classi-
cal literature, theater, and much more. If only
books could be created faster. The idea wasn’t
new. The Chinese introduced
woodblock printing in 600
CE. They even experimented
with movable wooden type,
but with 50,000 characters,
carving each character was
impossible. Gutenberg saw
his chance. Why not metal
letters that wouldn’t wear
out, set in a frame that could
be inked, papered. and pressed? Copies could be
printed by the hundreds, or even thousands.

In 1455 Gutenberg printed 180 Bibles, each
of them over 1800 pages long. There are only
21 of these Gutenberg Bibles left, some worth
over $30 million. By 1500 more than 20 million
printed books were in existence. By 1600 more
than 200 million books had come off the presses.
The impact of all this is hard to overestimate.

Two areas that were clearly affected by the
printing press were overseas exploration and
the Protestant Reformation. The first involved
doubling the size of the known world. The sec-
ond involved dividing the Christian church into
several pieces. Your task in this Mini-Q is first to
look at documents that reveal the role played by
the printing press in these two movements.
Then address the question — Exploration or
Reformation: Which was the more important
consequernce of the printing press?
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